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District Governor Don’s Thoughts 
 The old saying starts out that March comes 
in as a Lion. Well, being a Lion if every month 
came in as a Lion I should be content with 
that. Our mild winter is coming to an end as 
boys and girls’ tournament basketball is in 
full swing. Good luck to all the teams in OH1 
and hopefully we can celebrate several 
state championships at OH1 schools. This will 
be the last newsletter before our district 
convention April 3rd and 4th in Van Wert so 
here is a district convention checklist for you 
my fellow Lions of OH1.  

1. Fill out your convention registration form and send it to PDG Bill 
and Lion Ellie Niejadlik along with your registration payment. Make 
hotel reservations at the convention hotel The Holiday Inn Express. 
please note you’re more than welcome to come Friday night, all 
day Saturday or both Friday and Saturday.  

2. Take a convention ad form and advertise your club, business or 
both. Make sure to send these to PDG John Davis by March 20th. 

3. Purchase some raffle tickets for yourself and or your club which 
help pay the convention expenses and who knows, maybe some 
winnings will come back to you and your club.  

(Continued on page 2) 
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4. Nominate a fellow Lion as Zone Lion of the year and forward her 
or his nomination to your zone chair.  

5. Come to the convention along with your club banner, bring your 
walking shoes for the mini STEPS walk on Saturday morning, a can 
good or some can goods for the community Samaritans, your 
used glasses for VOSH and also bring one or several of your fellow 
members or a possible a potential new member.  

Like always, thank you for the great work you have done and will continue to 
do and we look forward to seeing everyone in April at Van Wert. 

Yours in Lionism DG Don Wiechart 

Third Time’s the Charm 

There’s an old saying that “third time’s the charm”. Well, this Lion veteran of 43 

years is going to step up to be District Governor for the third time! I am excited about 

serving again. I like a little change now and then, so expect to see several changes in the 

upcoming year. 

 

District OH1’s clubs are very community oriented. They are strong and working 

very hard for their individual communities. A Governor’s year is only as successful as the 

clubs in his or her district. Club members continue to be proactive both on local and 

state levels.  Continue to submit your reports on time, pay your dues on time, and 

continue to contribute to state and local projects. Share club projects and successes. 

Elect those new officers for 2020-2021! 

 

That being said, officer training will be later this Lion year. I am looking at a time 

in June. Keep your eyes peeled. Plan to attend. The more you know, the better you can 

serve. 

 

Before we get too far ahead, we still have a lot to do in DG Don’s year. District 

convention is coming up. This is a great time to meet new Lions, visit with Lion friends 

and to collaborate with each other. The main focus should be how to turn our 

membership around to the plus side. That is a district wide issue but can still be righted. 

Let’s support DG Don and carry him to a grand successful end of term. 

 

We Serve, 

 

1VDG/PDG John Davis 
 



District OH1 Lions March 2020 Page 3 

Communications from 2VDG Rebecca Dent 

Saturday, March 7​th​, was a beautiful pre-spring day and I was 

again hungry for Lions Pancake and Sausage breakfast. The 

Scott Lions Club breakfast was easy to find because they 

partnered with local media and got the information out online. 

One of the members told me that they had served over 200 

breakfasts that day. These traditional Lions fundraisers are 

wonderful venues to meet lions from other clubs so be on the 

lookout for advertisements! The Scott Lions had a poster for 

the Venedocia Lions breakfast on Saturday March 21​st​ while 

the Wilshire Lions will be serving theirs on Saturday March 

14​th​. 

On Friday, March 6, Zones D & E met at the beautiful Schnipke Inn in Ottawa. It was the first 

time that I had dined from the main buffet of the restaurant instead of the catering in the 

meeting room of this historic Lion’s hangout. The food was as delicious as usual and there was 

even more variety, like the scrumptious raisin pie I had for dessert. Zone Chair Christina 

Walton introduced our new 1​st​ Vice District governor to Lions in attendance from Kalida, 

Ottawa, Bluffton, and Spencerville. Zone F will have its meeting next week, March 10​th​, in Mt 

Blanchard, hosted by Riverdale Community Lions. 

Now, I don’t want to steal too much thunder from our new 1​st​ Vice, but he said some things that 

I think are both important and timely. 1​st​ Vice District Governor John Davis emphasized the 

benefits of Lions visiting each other’s clubs just to meet new Lions and converse with them. He 

also emphasized that the most important cabinet office was that of Zone Chair, because it is 

the ZC who keeps in touch with the clubs and keeps the DG, and the District in general, 

appraised of events and developments in the clubs. Now, Spring is the time when clubs elect 

their officers for the next Lion’s year. All you outgoing presidents, indeed all of you Lions who 

have in the past served as club president, are eligible to become Zone Chairs. If you like to 

meet new lions and discuss Lionism over delicious dinners, perhaps this office is for you! 

At a meeting somewhere I heard someone say that the convention is a reward for the Lions who 

do all the work -- and that is you! So, I hope to see all you hard working Lions celebrating at the 

District Convention the first week in April. There will be Zone Chairs, past and present, at the 

convention so that any Lion interested in the office can find out what it is all about. Or you can 

contact me at ​lionrebeccaoh1@gmail.com​ about becoming a Zone Chair or for any reason. 

Again, I hope to see many of you in Van Wert on April 3​rd​ & 4​th​! 

Yours in Lionism, 

Lion Rebecca, 2VDG 
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Peace Poster Contest 2020-2021 

“Peace Through Service” 

From District OH1 Youth Chair, Lion Darlene Roll (E-mail: 
youth@ohiolions.org): 

Peace Poster Contest 2020-2021 is now open.  Kits can be 
ordered through Club Supplies. 

The 2020-2021 Theme is “Peace Through Service”.  

Lions have provided an important reminder to the world that, 
through service, we can give and receive so much—joy, 
kindness, hope and PEACE. This year, young people have 
the opportunity to express their visions of peace through the 
lens of service. 

 
Students ages 11, 12 or 13 as of November 15 are eligible to participate in the International Peace 
Poster Contest. Entries not meeting the following deadlines will be disqualified. 

● January 15:​ Kits go on sale from the Club Supplies Sales Department at International 
Headquarters. 

● October 1:​ Deadline to purchase kits from the Club Supplies Sales Department at International 
Headquarters. 

● November 15:​ Postmark deadline for a club to send one winning poster (per contest sponsored) to 
the district governor. 

● December 1:​ Postmark deadline for a district governor to send one winning district poster to 
multiple district council chairperson. 

 
Please consider sponsoring a Peace Poster Contest in Your Local Schools. 

2020 USA/Canada Leadership Forum 
Make plans now to attend the USA/Canada Leadership Forum September 17​th​

 - 19​th​
 in Louisville, 

Kentucky. Early Bird registration fee is $285.00 per person. Registrations postmarked after May 31​st
 

will be $320.00 and postmarked after July 20​th​
 will raise to $345.00. Special Louisville Forum Events 

include: Forum Strides Walk, Louisville Hands-on Project, Lions University Graduation, Leo Day, and much 

more. Interesting Louisville fact: the Kentucky Derby winner is covered with 554 roses. 
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For additional pictures, videos, and OH1 Lions updates during the 

month, be sure to check out ​Ohio Lions 13 OH1​ on Facebook! 
 

Deadline for the April Newsletter is April 5, 2020 This will be a 

later publishing date so that we can include information from the 

OH1 District Convention!  Hope to see you there! 

Submit your newsletter items to Newsletter Editor Jessica Reichley at 

newsletter@ohiolionsoh1.org​ or ​jlreichley@gmail.com 
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DISTRICT OH-1 LEADERSHIP  

 

District Governor  
Don Wiechart  
500 N. St. Mary’s Rd. Spencerville, OH 45887  
P: 419-647-6906  
E: donwiechart@aol.com  
 
First Vice District Governor  
PDG John Davis (Lion Susan)  
933 Thornapple Ln. Findlay, OH 45840  
P: 419-306-7003  
E: ​jdavis1952@hotmail.com 
 
Second Vice District Governor  
Rebecca Dent  
260 Depot St Apt A, Wauseon, OH 43567 
P:419-551-0450 E: 
rebecca.dent@utoledo.edu  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Immediate Past District Governor 
Dean Carruthers  
15100 Birchaven Lane Apt 331, Findlay OH 45840  
P: 567-525-2582  
E: bigb31353@gmail.com  
 
Cabinet Secretary  
PDG Sheryl Burnette (Lion Dan)  
5355 CR 18 Wauseon, OH 43567  
P: 567-454-9739  
E: smg.osufan@gmail.com  
 
Cabinet Treasurer  
PDG John Davis (Lion Susan)  
933 Thornapple Ln. Findlay, OH 45840  
P: 419-306-7003  
E: ​jdavis1952@hotmail.com 
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