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Greetings from

DG Faith Cataldo-Gauger

GREETINGS & HAPPY NEW YEAR!

The start of a new calendar year is when many of us take a look
back at the past year as well as ahead at the new year.

Our clubs might also want to look at the service that has been
accomplished so far this Lions year and look ahead at the service
and growth the club wants to accomplish in this new half of the
year! (Yes, we are halfway through this Lion's year already!

Lions members in the United States have a unique opportunity in
January & February 2026 to take advantage of a series of virtual
workshops focused on GROWTH!

Let’s Grow: Learn how to grow Lions & our impact

This January, Lions are invited to take part in “Let’s Grow,” a 4-
part virtual workshop series designed to help Lions start new
clubs, rebuild existing clubs, and ignite unstoppable
momentum in their communities.

You will learn proven strategies, share ideas & leave each
session ready to grow your pride while emphasizing that the true
goal is meeting the unique needs of each community.

Because Let’s Grow is fully virtual, Lions can participate from
anywhere with internet access and learn alongside fellow Lions
from across the United States.

This series is ideal for: CLUB OFFICERS, EMERGING
LEADERS, REGION & ZONE CHAIRS, MEMBERSHIP
CHAIRPERSONS AND GROWTH TEAMS, and ANY LION
PASSIONATE ABOUT STRENGTHENING SERVICE AND
LEADERSHIP.

continued on page 2



mailto:faithkcg@gmail.com
mailto:smg.osufan@gmail.com
mailto:dritter2795@gmail.com

Susan Davis Editor

This 4 part interactive virtual series begins
on Tuesday January 6, 2026 via zoom, so it
is accessible where you are! Each session
starts at 8 p.m. EST and ends by 9:30 p.m.
Remaining sessions are scheduled every
other week: Jan. 20, Feb. 3 and Feb 17

YOU MUST REGISTER in order to
receive the email link for each meeting!!

REGISTER NOW: https://bit.ly/
GrowthWkshp26

Questions? membership @lionsusa.org

If Tuesday night doesn't work in your
schedule - Register anyway and you will
receive a link to the recording of the session
to view a day or two later! So don't be left
out!

"When Lions learn how to start new clubs,
strengthen existing ones, and build
momentum, growth happens naturally.
Healthy clubs retain members. Energized
clubs attract new ones." If you're ready to
grow as a leader and help your community
thrive, this January and February is your
moment.

Let’s Grow—together.

DG Faith : )

January 1, 2026

2nd VDG Pam Olachia
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HAPPY NEW YEAR - Can you believe it's another
year gone? With all the hustle and bustle of the
holidays behind us let's think about rest, renewal, and
gratitude for just a moment.During these past

holidays | experienced a profound reminder that it is
not just permissible to pause; it is essential. In the
midst of life's "hurry" it's critical to stop, breathe, and
drink deeply from the source that sustains us. That
invitation sounds especially meaningful in a season
when our schedules are full and our hearts may be
dry. Maybe it's a quiet moment before morning light, a
pause over your coffee or a hot cup of tea. Remember
to regroup your mind and heart instead of rushing on
to the next task.

That said, let's hurry on to the next Lions Service
Week: January 3rd thru the 11th is the Hunger pillar.
(Thats a push considering this publishing date but I'm
sure you've been planning for this week since late
October!) The 4 simple steps of this project and all the
other LCI service weeks are: 1. Rally your club 2.
Start planning 3. Involve others 4. Spread the word

So let's get your clubs excited to join this global
challenge. Have fun coming up with new ways to
serve YOUR community or take an existing program
to the next level. This is a great time to show friends,
family, and future Lions what we are all about.
Promote your service before, during and after. Share
your excitement and celebrate the impact. And let's
repeat our success again in April when we look at the
Environment pillar!

As we look to increase our membership through
Mission 1.5 I'd like to repeat an often used phrase. It
bears repeating as we are heading into the last half of
this new Lion year. Please read all the way thru with a
new insight as to how membership numbers are, or
are not, escalating in your club:

continued on page 3.
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Whose Job Is It? This is a story about four
people named Everybody, Somebody, Anybody,
and Nobody. There was an important job to be
done and Everybody was asked to do it.
Everybody was sure Somebody would do it.
Anybody could have done it, but Nobody did it.
Somebody got angry about that, because it was
Everybody's job. Everybody thought

Anybody could do it but Nobody realized that
Everybody wouldn't do it. It ended up that
Everybody blamed Somebody when Nobody did
what Anybody could have done.

Mission 1.5 is the drive to grow worldwide, so
WE can better meet the growing needs of our
communities and serve more people than ever
before. Let's be the "body" that get's this done.
Text "Focus on Service" 24/7 discussions on
WhatsApp Chat for more ideas.

Think, Learn, and Grow and soon all those
around you will be excited and you'll have a year
like you never dreamed you could have. HAVE A
GOOD YEAR!

1stVDG Pam Olachia
"Heart and Hands for Service"

January 1, 2026

2nd VDG Joshua
Barns
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FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT
Team Leader-Hunger

Lion Susantha Gunawardana

Mobile 0773 827 355

G.S.T. Coordinator

Lion Poorna Weerasinghe

Mobile. 077 326 5558

Happy Holidays to all our Lions, Leos, partners,
and friends throughout the district.

Looking back on the past year, I'm so thankful
for your dedication, compassion, and service to
your communities. Your commitment to Lionism
keeps making a real difference in the lives of
those we help.

The holidays are all about gratitude, generosity,
and being together. It's also a chance to renew
our commitment to service and to each other as
we look forward to the new year with optimism
and purpose.

From the district leadership, | wish you and
your families peace, good health, and
happiness this holiday season, and continued
success in the year ahead.

Thanks for everything you do to help others.

Your Friend in Christ,

Joshua Barnes

Holgate Lions Club

MD13 OH1 Second Vice District Governor
(419) 906-8378

Empowering Communities, One Roar at a

Time &
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New Lions Float Introduced to the North Baltimore Presents Melvin
Kenton Christmas Parade

Jones Fellowship

North Baltimore Lions President, Chris North
presented Milford ( Joe) Smith with his
Melvin Jones Fellowship at a recent Lions
meeting.

submitted by Lion Fran Troutner

A new float constructed by the Kenton Lions
club made its debut in Kenton’s 2025 Ohio’s
Biggest Small Town Christmas Parade. The
pull behind trailer resembled that of a lion in a
cage similar to that seen on an animal cracker
box or a part of the Ringling Brothers and
Barnum and Bailey Circus. The club was given
the donation of a golden lion statue by the
Arlington Lions Club and the Kenton Club built
the rest of the trailer themselves. The main
contributors were Daryl Flowers and Mark
Wilson.

submitted by Lion Christine Kemerley

Wreaths were placed 650 on
Saturday, December 13, for the
National Wreaths Across
American Day at McComb Union
Cemetery. Six Lions participated
in the bitter cold.

McComb Lions Help With
Laying of the Wreaths
December 13, 2025

Pictured are (left) Lions Beth
Fenstermaker, Pat Ritter and Dan
Ritter). (Right) PDG Dan Ritter
kneeling at the grave of William C
Ritter, Dan’s great-great
grandfather who was a POW and
escaped in the Civil War

submitted by Lion Pat Ritter
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Sylvania Lions and the Sight Center
Hold Christmas Party

Happy Holidays to all my fellow Lions!

The Christmas party in conjunction with the
Sight Center was a huge success. There
were about 160 guests there, along with
Lions and Sight Center, and other
volunteers, Kingston fed all of us a fantastic
dinner.

Sylvania Area Family Services donated
about 500-600 cookies and along with what
others brought in we had a plate of cookies
for each visually impaired guest, and cookies
to go with the meal. Santa and Mrs. Claus
were a hit and Kerry Patrick Clark was a
huge hit. Forty-two gift cards, at $25 each,
were given out. Bedford, Sylvania,
Perrysburg Lions and Genoa Bank all
contributed to the gift cards. It was a
beautiful night.

| want to thank Jan and Deb for spear
heading this great event . They make it seem
so easy and the room was beautifully
decorated. We had 19 Lions from Sylvania
and 4 from Perrysburg. We also had
volunteers from Sylvania Prevention
Alliance.

Thanks to everyone for all their hard work.

See you all in the New Year.
Carol

submitted by Lion Carol Collins
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Portage Lions Spread Christmas Joy
Portage Lions have participated in a couple
service projects this month. We assisted with
the Portage Village Community Dinner and
Pictures with Santa. We provided food, helped
serve the food, and cleaned up, took pictures
with Santa, and organized children’s crafts.

We partnered with Christ UMC to provide over a
100 pounds of food for 6 area families.

We will hold the Holiday Lights Contest on
Monday, December 22.
submitted by PDG Jay Deutschman

Bluffton Lions Participate in the Blaze
of Lights

Lion Andrew Armstrong provided the Lion’s float
depicting a play set with slide and highlighting
the All-Inclusive Playground for the 2025 annual
Blaze of Lights on Saturday, November 29th.
Lions Jackie and Mark Bourassa, along with
LEO members tossed candy to the children in
the crowd.

Christmas Social:
Tuesday, December
2nd was the Lions
Christmas Social at
the Town Hall. A
meal provided by the
lion’s committee was
served. Musical
entertainment by the
Jerry Szabo trio was
enjoyed by all. An
auction of baked
goods, holiday crafts
and décor brought in
over $600 for the All-
Inclusive Playground.

Award given by Bluffton Lions
Allen County Ohio Bike/Ped
Task Force: Accepting an
award given to the Bluffton
Bike & Pedestrian Pathway
Board are Lions Jesse
Blackburn and Mitch Kingsley.
Congratulations to the Village
of Bluffton for being ranked #4
in Ohio and #35 in the U.S. by
PeopleForBikes City Ratings.

submitted by PDG
Barbara Plaugher
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McComb Lions and Leos Decorate

Making the donation: Lions
PDG Pete DiCesare , Mona
DiCesare, 1VDG Mike
Garber, Lorna Garber, IPDG
Sue Davis

OLPCF Makes Donation to ProMedica
Ralph J. Ebeid Children’s Hospital

On December 3rd, the Ohio Llons Pediatric
Cancer Foundation made a donation of $25,000
to the ProMedica Foundation for the Russell J
Ebeid Children's Hospital Pediatric Cancer
Oncology Program. This donation was also
MATCHED by the Toledo area organization of
Catching Up With Jack. This organization was
created by a family that lost their child to
pediatric cancer. The OLPCF was represented
by Board Members PDG Sue Davis of OH-1 and
Lion Mona DiCesare of OH-2. Along with the
two Board Members.

Lions were represented by 1st VDG Mike Garber
and Lion Lorna Garber as well as PDG Pete
DiCesare. ProMedica representatives were Kim
Partin and Dasa Dzierwa from the ProMedica
Foundation and Paula Grieb and Maria Gaskins
from the Pediatric Oncology unit.

This is why we WALK for STEPS.

submitted by Lion Mona DiCesare

ProMedica representatives were
Kim Partin and Dasa Dzierwa
from the ProMedica Foundation
and Paula Grieb and Maria
Gaskins from the Pediatric
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Peace Poster Winner Selected

THANK YOU to all of the clubs who
participated in the district Peace Poster
Contest! | received a total of 13 entries. A
couple clubs had 2 or even 3 different schools
that participated.

| was very happy to note the quality of the
artwork displayed in many of the posters. It
was not an easy decision to make.

This year the theme is: “Together as One”.
Our winning poster was created by 7th grade
student Lydia Gratz from Bluffton Middle
School. She was sponsored by the Bluffton
Lions Club.

Lydia and her family will be invited to be
recognized at our district convention on April
18th.

submitted by DG Faith Cataldo-Gauger

SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE

Because you are a Lion - if you have children or
grandchildren who will be graduating from high school
at the end of the 2025-2026 school year, they are
eligible to apply for a scholarship offered by the Lions
International Trading Pin Club (LITPC) - and no, you
do not have to be a pin trader.

And, if any of you know students who are active Leo
Club members in a Leo Club in Ohio and are
graduating this school year, they are eligible to apply
for an Ohio Lions Leo scholarship as well as the
LITPC scholarship. We don't have a Leo Club but
there are other places around Ohio that do.

Please Email youth@ohiolions.org if you would like to
have a copy of the applications Emailed to you.

The deadlines for both scholarships is by March 1,
2026.

Please let me know if you have any questions.

Thanks, Lion Darlene Roll
State Youth Chair
OH1 Youth Chair

January 3, 2026 - January 11, 2026
Week of Hunger Awareness

Join our global week of service to support Hunger
by planning an impactful service activity in your
community. This service week coincides with the
birthday of Melvin Jones on January 13.

Invite others to join, make a difference and
promote your service!

Be sure to report your activities under the above
dates to qualify for the Club Excellence Award.
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OHIO LIONS 2026 CALENDAR OF
EVENTS

January3—-11, 2026
Hunger Focus Week

January 16-18, 2026
Winter Retreat
Deer Creek State Park

February 14, 2026
Saturday: 3rd Council Mtg. 1:15
State Office

_aren .

March 7, 2026
Saturday Cabinet Meeting
at Bluffton Town Hall
at 9:00 AM
Conventions

April 18-26
Environment Week
Conventions

Ohio Lions 2026
CALENDAR OF EVENTS

DISTRICT CONVENTIONS

We Serve

March 2026

06 - 08 OH7 Convention

13 - 14 OH5 Convention

20 - 21 OH4 Convention

27 - 28 OH2 Convention

April 2026

10 - 11 OH3 Convention

17 - 18 OH1 Convention

24 — 25 OH6 Convention

May 2026

15 Friday 4th Council Meeting
15-17 Fri-Sun State Convention
19 - 31 VDG-Elect Training - Super Weekend

INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION IN HONG KONG

The 2026 Lions International Convention will take
place in Hong Kong, China July 3 — 7, 2026. A visa
is not required. Be sure to visit the Lions

International website for more information regarding

schedule of events, Parade of Nations, and
reaistration.

State Convention is Coming!

Make plans now to attend the Ohio Lions State
Convention. It will be held May 15 — 17, 2026 at
the Holiday Inn Roberts Center in Wilmington,
Ohio. Come celebrate with Lions from all over
the state as we welcome International 1st Vice
President Lion Mark Lyon and his wife Lion Lynn
as our guests for the weekend. In addition to
state meetings, fun and informational sessions,
and display areas, Club delegates will be voting

for a candidate from Ohio to be a
nominee for International —~ ]
Director. ,




