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Greetings from  

DG Faith Cataldo-Gauger 

"The purpose of life is a life of purpose." - Robert Byrne
God asks each of us to live a life of purpose - to be a blessing to 
others, to be of SERVICE to the world.
Being a Lion is about finding a PURPOSE and fulfilling the mission of 
"WE SERVE". 
I found the following on the website of the LIONSUSA.ORG and 
copied it down. I read it at the close of our District Convention in April.  
A couple people have asked for a copy of it, so I am going to share it 
here. Unfortunately, I do not know who wrote it.  They were 
encouraging others to become Lions and for current Lions to offer 
other people the opportunity to become Lions.

EXPERIENCE LIONS
Being a Lion is more than volunteering
It's about connection, purpose and belonging..
It's about sharing laughter, building lifelong friendships
and working together to create real change in our communities.
When you become a Lion,
you become part of a Global Family
committed to making the world a better place
- one act of SERVICE at a time.

FIND YOUR PURPOSE
BUILD MEANINGFUL FRIENDSHIPS
MAKE A LASTING IMPACT
Join the movement - BECOME A LION

AND - Offer this opportunity to others!
As my year as District Governor comes to a close at the end of this 
month, I say a BIG "THANK YOU" to all of the Lions who stepped up, 
stepped in and participated at the District and or State level this year. 
AND to all of the Lions of District OH1 for SERVING in your 
communities and beyond!  

THANK YOU - Keep Up the Grrreat Work!
DG Faith : )

http://lionsusa.org/
mailto:faithkcg@gmail.com
mailto:nicks.grammypam@gmail.com
mailto:8lionpam@gmail.com
mailto:smg.osufan@gmail.com
mailto:dritter2795@gmail.com
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2nd VDG Joshua Barns

Who Are We? We Are Lions.

The Fourth of July has a way of waking up a 
community. You hear the music before you see the 
parade. You see families gathering in the park, 
children waving flags, neighbors calling out to one 
another, and for a moment, you can feel it. People 
are proud to be together.

That feeling is what Lions can bring into our 
communities when we come together.

Our clubs are doing good work. There is no 
question about that. Lions are serving in so many 
ways, often quietly, often without asking for thanks, 
and often without people even realizing who was 
behind the helping hand. That is part of the heart of 
a Lion.

But maybe now is the time to let that heart beat a 
little louder.

Not because we need attention. Not because we 
need applause. But because people need to know 
we are here. They need to know there are Lions in 
their own communities who still believe in service, 
kindness, friendship, and showing up when 
someone needs support.

Imagine a Lions picnic in the park. A Lions Day with 
food, music, laughter, and families. A few clubs 
joining together for a cookout, a parade, a service 
project, or a simple day where the public can come 
and meet us. Nothing fancy. Nothing complicated. 
Just Lions together, visible, proud, and welcoming.

That is where the excitement begins.

Someone sees the shirts. Someone sees the 
banner. Someone sees Lions laughing together, 
working together, serving together. Then they ask, 
“Who are they?”

And we answer with pride.

Who are we?

We are Lions.

What do we do?

We serve.

Why do we serve?

To support those in need.

That is not just a motto. That is our heartbeat.

When clubs come together, it does something for 
all of us. It lifts the members who are tired. It 
encourages the clubs that feel small. It gives new 
ideas room to grow. It reminds us that we are not 
alone in this work. We are part of something 
bigger, something strong, something worth 
sharing.

We have been called the best kept secret for too 
long. But service was never meant to be hidden 
away. It was meant to be lived out where people 
can see it, feel it, and be invited into it.

So let’s reach out to each other. Let’s plan 
something together. Let’s bring the banners, wear 
the shirts, shake the hands, share the stories, and 
let our communities see the joy of being a Lion.

Our clubs are already doing good work.

Now let’s do even better together.

Because when Lions stand shoulder to shoulder, 
the community feels it.

And when the community feels it, they just might 
want to stand with us.

Joshua Barnes
Second Vice District Governor, MD13 OH1 
Holgate Lions Club 
(419) 906-8378
Empowering Communities, One Roar at a 

Time �
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    DISTRICT  NEWS      

Northwest Ohio Lions Eye Care 

Foundation, Inc. (NWOLECF)                                                

05/14/2026 – Bluffton Town Hall – 6:30 p.m.

=Treasurer, PDG Dan Ritter made the following 
motion concerning funds:

• When funds exceed $20,000 in the Money 
Market Account (MMA), the Treasurer may 
transfer these excess monies to a 
Certificate of Deposit (CD) not exceeding a 
12-month period.  The length of the CD will 
be determined by the highest interest rate 
available at the time of renewal.  If the 
MMA goes below $20,000 funds will be 
moved from the current CD at maturity to 
the MMA to maintain that balance”. The 
motion was passed.

• PDG Ron Meyers, CCTV Coordinator, reported 

that NWOLECF currently has 35 units available 

There are also magniûer/reader units 

available. 

• Three current cases were reviewed and one 

new one was introduced. 

Jingle Balls: PCC Darlene reported that Bellefontaine 

received 19 balls (2 sizes sent since the company is out 

of the small soccer balls).  The balls will be presented 

to the Logan County Board of Developmental 

DisabiliRes to use for their Special Olympics teams and 

the pre-school students. 

Upcoming Mee2ngs: All tenta2ve at this 2me.  

Napoleon would like to host a mee2ng and PDG Ron 

Meyers is checking on availability. 

• August 13, 2026 3 BluYon Town Hall 3 6:30 

p.m. 

• November 12, 2026 3 BluYon Town Hall 3 6:30 

p.m. 

• February 11, 2027 3 ZOOM 3 7:00 p.m. 

• May 13, 2027 3 To be determined 

Respec&ully submi.ed by PCC Darlene Roll

2nd VDG Pam Olachia

Your District Governor Elect is a busy lady. She 

is preparing to lead our district this coming year. 

A team of Lions have met with her to share 

convention ideas, finish the directory, and 

discuss her goals for our district. 

We have discovered that there are several 

positions that need to be filled including zone 

chairs, GMT, GET and others. If you are willing 

to step up into one of these positions, please 

contact DGe Pam. You are welcome to do this 

as a team of 2 Lions to share the office. Note 

that DGe Pam has a new email address which 

is included on page 1 in the gray box. Her 

phone number is also there. 

Importantly we are in desperate need of a 2nd 

VDG. You can contact any cabinet member with 

your interest in this office. That includes current 

officers, PDGs and even our Immediate Past 

International Director. Any one of them will be 

more than willing to sit down with you and 

discuss the responsibilities of the office. 

Please consider being more involved in the 

district. It is not an exclusive “club” of Lions. It is 

a dedicated Lion such as yourself. The rewards 

are endless. You will make your club proud.

This being said, soon to be DG Pam will be 

back with a great article next month to kick off 

her leadership roll.

submitted by Editor Lion Susan Davis
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SPECIAL THANKS TO OHIO LIONS

FOR OHIO LIONS ENDORSEMENT FOR INTERNATIONAL DIRECTOR

Thank you, Ohio Lions, to my campaign team, family, club, district and to members of Team Lydia for voting me 

as the Ohio endorsed candidate for International Director!  I also want to say a special thank you to PDG Jackie 

Miller (candidate) – friends for life!  I am truly honored and humbled to be part of MD13.  As I begin the journey 

to get elected as an ID, I will bring my dedication, talents and passion for Lionism and life with me every step of 

the way.  I will roll up my sleeves and work for the Lions of Ohio and Lions everywhere.  Thank you for your 

trust and support.  I will do my very best to make you proud!  Thank you again!!!!!  

WANTED 

Guiding Lions 
Looking for Lions who would like to
become a Guiding Lion. The Guiding Lion
Program is designed to assist clubs that are
newly chartered, established, or rebuilding.
Guiding Lions are assigned for a two year 
term by the district governor in consultation 
with the club president.
PCC David Gauch has agreed to be the
facilitator for Guiding Lion training on the
morning of Saturday, Oct 24. Plan on 3 hours 
to complete this in-person training. Location
and exact time to be determined.
Are you a future Guiding Lion? Please
let me know if you are interested or have
questions. Registration is required in order to
obtain the Welcome Kits from LCI. Register 
by Sep 15 in order to allow for sufficient 
delivery time of the kits.
Already a Guiding Lion and need to be
recertified? Recertification courses should be
assigned to you by LCI in the Lions Learning
Center. You can recertify online. Please let 
me know if having difficulty with the Lions 
portal.
GLT Coordinator Anne Deutschman
jakgs@dacor.net, 419-601-2307.

O٠恩cer Training 
Saturday, June 6, 2026 

Via Zoom 
 

O٠恩cer Training for the 2026-2027 Lions Year is scheduled.  All 
o٠恩cers are expected to a܀琀end training each year, even if you9ve 
held this posi琀؀on in the past. 

" 9 am 3 Presidents and Vice-Presidents.  Presenter is PCC 
Darlene Roll 

" 10:00 am 3 Treasurers.  Presenter is PDG Dan Ri܀琀er 

" 11:00 am 3 Secretaries.  Presenter is Lion Anne 
Deutschman 

In addi琀؀on, at the start of each session, IPDG Susan Davis will 
provide informa琀؀on on LCIF.  Lion Carol Collins will provide 
updates on Compliance.  

Please RSVP to Lion Anne Deutschman at jakgs@dacor.net by 
Monday, June 1.   A Zoom link and training materials will be 
sent out a couple days before the training.  A܀琀endees should 
log in a few minutes before the start of your session.  
A܀琀endance will be taken.  If you have any ques琀؀ons, please 
contact me by email or 419-601-2307. 

 

Thank you, GLT Coordinator Lion Anne Deutschman 

    DISTRICT  NEWS      
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                  CLUBS CORNER      

McComb Lions Club Over 80’s Party

The McComb Lions Club held their Over 80’s Party 
at the American Legion in McComb on Saturday, 
May 2, 2026 at 1:00 pm.  There were 41 over 80 
and 7 guests.  The Lions Club had 15 members 
help set-up, serve, and clean up.  Seven McComb 
High School music students provided 
entertainment for the afternoon.

Our 90 year olds:  Richard & Joanne Ritter, Wilma 
Bovee, Don & Odie Reed, Doris Shafer, Orval 
Davis

Our 80 and over group with the 90 year olds

First Row:  Jim & Elaine Ensign, Don Courtright, 
Richard & Joanne Ritter, Wilma Bovee, Don & 
Odie Reed, Doris Shafer, Orval Davis, Jim 
DeWeese, Jack Jacobs, Nedra Aller, Connie 
DeWeese

Second Row: Judy Altstaetter, Darlene Baumlein, 
Sherry Kepling, Diane Courtright, Faye Myers, 
Eileen Challen, Larry McMaster, Don Andonian, 
Carol Cary, John Beck, Sue Maki, Janet Beck, 
Rosie Myers, Bill Courtney, Jack Myers, Dick 
Myers, Jim & Doris Edie, Carl Butler, Rosie 
Jacobs, Lucy Schaade, Joellen Davis, Jan Baer

submitted by Lion Pat Ritter

McComb Choir members               

singing songs.  

 Enjoying the buffet.  

  Rosie Myers enjoying 

her  desserts!       

Our Food Table

No one went away hungry�   

Left over desserts were sent 
home with anyone who 
wanted extra dessert.

We had 15 Lions helping:  
Carla Burman, Sue Davis, 
Jeremy Herr, Jeff & Diana 
Nienberg, Rita Follas, 

Jeff & Jody Spoon, Dan & 
Pat Ritter, Scott & Julie 
Reigle, Katie Grubb, Nadine 
Aller, Dennis Newell, (Carl 
Butler).

They also helped provide 

food.  

Our dessert table 

Over 80’s Party 

continued
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Bryan Lions Toe-Tally Put Their 

Best Foot Forward for OLPCF!Q 

  

PDG John and Lion Joanne will be taking 

113 pair of shoes to the State Convention 

today. Total  is 234 pair of shoes for Bryan 

Lions! 

Picture of John with the shoes.

Journey of Hope Award                     
Congratulations! Kathy Saul  got the Journey 

of Hope Award from the Bryan Lions.

 submitted by Lion Joanne Moats

Notice

A follow up on the Jingle Balls discussion 
last night at the NWOLECF meeting, OH1still 
has a balance left of $661.19 for the Jingle 
Balls Project. Please use this opportunity to 
help those who are sight impaired in your 
community to be able to participate in 
activities. Thank you for the donations!!!

West Liberty Honor Scholarship 

Winners
Congratulations to our 2026 Scholarship 
Winners! Each student received a $1,000 
scholarship. We wish each of you the best of 
luck next year!

Cooper Titus, Abbie Thoman, Dylan King, Taylor 
Cook, Kaylee Powell, and Ava Astorino; pictured 
with our Scholarship Chair Lion Nancy McGuire.

And Welcomes New Member

Welcome to our newest member, Lion Loretta 
Asbury! We are so glad you chose to join us!
She even was lucky enough to get inducted by 
District Governor Lion Faith! 

Also pictured is 
her sponsor, 
Lion Cindee Boyd.

submitted by

Nikki Kimball



Susan Davis Editor June 1, 2026

                  CLUBS CORNER      

North Baltimore Lions Receive 

Chevrons for Years of Service

Steve Deutschman, Zone Chair, recently visited 
North Baltimore Lions. He presented Chevron pins 
to Doug Troutner 55 years, Chris North 30 years  
Rod Lucas 46 years and Rick Mays 35 years. 
Those not present were Bill Credicott 25 years. 
Phil Walter 10 years and Becky Walter 10 years.

and N. B. Find Time for A Clean Up

Between the thunder storms North Baltimore Lions 
found time to clean up a 2 mile section of the 
Slippery Elm Bicycle Trail.

submitted by Fran Troutner, Secretary

Bluffton Lions Are Flipping Pancakes

UPDATE OF THE ALL-INCLUSIVE 
PLAYGROUND:

For the past year and a half, we have been 
focusing on our Building Joy Together campaign to 
raise funds to build an all-inclusive playground at 
Bluffton’s new Legacy Par.  Our goal is to create a 
space where every child can play, learn, and grow.

We are well on our way to reaching our ambitious 
goal of raising $600,000 for the project.  We 
currently have over $320,000 pledged by 57 local 
individuals, families, and community partners.  We 
are very proud that Lions are leading the way on 
this initiative.  Over half of the pledges have been 
made by Bluffton Lions, along with the Lima Host 
Lions Club and the Kalida Lions Club.  (From LCIF, 
we are hoping to receive the full $150,000 that is 
available.  We will find out the total amount to be 
awarded in the near future.edited)

We are almost there?  If you have not yet pledged 
to be a part of this amazing project, there is still 
time.  Every dollar counts.  We would love to be 
able to say that we had 100% participations from 
our Bluffton Lions.  Now is the time to help us 
maintain momentum and ensure we cross the 
finish line together as a club.  Thank you for 
helping us build joy together.           

Provided by President Lion Jackie Bourassa

Lions GrDenecker and 

Cindy Lee 
Lions Don Burris 

and Brigette Hoff     

NOTE: It is official! Bluffton 

Lions have received the 

$150,000 from LCIF! Congrats!
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North Baltimore Partners with 

Powell Elementary School

North Baltimore Lions Club members Chris 
North and Rick Mays took the pop tabs 
collected by the Powell Elementary School, 
the North Baltimore Community and the 
Pop Tab-U-Lator ( Rick Mays) to the 
Ronald McDonald House . Together they 
recently donated 750,000 tabs to the 
Ronald McDonald House of Northwest 
Ohio. Bringing their total contribution to 
more then 14.5 million tabs collected since 
2007. These recycled tabs help provide 
meals and support for families staying at 
the Ronald McDonald House while their 
child receives medical care.

submitted by Lion Fran Troutner, Secretary

TABS

ROar!!!

New News About the News

I have been publishing the newsletter for 

several years. It is getting harder and harder 

to find interesting articles to publish and 

fewer and fewer clubs are sharing their 

information. Again, this is not bragging. It is 

sharing all of the things that make you a 

successful Lions Club and an asset to your 

community. You all do wonderful projects and 

services. I encourage you to share!

Since I am always searching for news…I 

have decided to feature 2-4 clubs every 

newsletter. I am choosing them at random. I 

will dig around in the club history and on 

Facebook as well as call the club officers for 

information. I think this will be fun for the 

readers to see “what’s up" with the district. 

We are spread out and this may bring us 

closer. It may even encourage collaboration 

for projects and services. So, beware. I am 

coming for you sometime during the year. Be 

prepared to knock my socks off when I 

contact you. (BTW I always wear socks 

because my feet are always cold.)

If anyone has an idea for new news for the 

newsletter, PLEASE SHARE. I am open to 

suggestions to help inform the clubs and 

individual Lions. Be creative. Be innovative. 

Be silly. Be brave. Be a Lion. 

ROAR!!! 
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