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DG Pam Olachia

As of July 1st, 2026, our District had 1,289 Lions 

in 48 clubs. Our District Goals are: 

*Service: 80% of clubs will support the LCI 

Weeks of Service by participating in community 

awareness projects, to educate our communities, 

serve identified needs, support agencies 

and initiate change where needed. 

*Membership: Work with GAT team to add 2 

new clubs, 1 branch club and add new members 

to existing clubs, and add 1 new Leo club of 12 

members. 

*Leadership: Increase the number of club 

officers and zone chairs trained by 10% and 

develop 

additional training and informational workshops 

including Guiding Lions training. 

*LCIF: Increase total donations by 25% over last 

year and increase the number of clubs 

participating by 10%. 

LIONS.........WE CAN DO THIS……ROAR 

mailto:nicks.grammypam@gmail.com
mailto:8lionpam@gmail.com
mailto:smg.osufan@gmail.com
mailto:dritter2795@gmail.com
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1st VDG Joshua Barns

Building the Connection Back

As we move further into this Lions year, one of 

my goals is to strengthen the connection between 

our clubs and the district team.

I know there has been a disconnect. Some of us 

at the district level have dropped the ball, and I 

include myself in that. I have not visited as many 

clubs as I should have, and for my part in that, I 

apologize.

I want to change that.

Over the coming months, I want to learn more 

about each club, the community it serves, and 

what membership looks like in that area. Every 

club is different. What works for one club may not 

work for another, which is why I do not believe we 

can simply hand every club the same 

membership plan and expect it to work.

I would like someone from each club to talk with 

me about your area. Tell me what is working, 

what is not working, what challenges your club 

faces, and what opportunities you see. From 

those conversations, we can begin building a 

membership plan specifically for your club.

One way to be part of that conversation is to join 

our monthly membership meeting. We meet on 

the second Sunday of every month at 4 p.m. via 

zoom. This is a chance to share what is 

happening in your club, hear what other clubs are 

experiencing, and work together on ideas that 

may help.

The district team is here to support our clubs, 

but we cannot provide the right support 

unless we listen first. That relationship needs 

to go both ways and rebuilding it will take all 

of us.

My door is open. I want to hear from you, 

visit your clubs, learn about your 

communities, and work together to make 

sure every club has the support it needs to 

continue serving.

Yours in Lionism,
Joshua Barnes
First Vice District Governor, OH1 
Holgate Lions Club 
(419) 906-8378
Empowering Communities, One Roar at a 

Time �
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Vision Service Project Ideas 

" Organize Vision Screenings: Host a free 
community vision screening event for 
adults or children, utilizing programs like 
Lions KidSight to detect early vision issues 
in young children. [1, 2]

" Eyeglass Recycling Drive: Set up 
collection boxes in local businesses, 
schools, and community centers to gather 
used eyeglasses for the Lions Recycle For 
Sight program. [1, 2]

" Support Service Animals: Connect with 
local organizations that train guide dogs 
and service animals for the visually 
impaired to see how your club can donate, 
volunteer, or host an awareness day. [1]

" Family Fitness Walk: Host a "Strides"-
style family walking event focused on eye 
health awareness and raising funds for 
local sight programs. [1]

" Educational Support Group: Launch a 
monthly support group or educational 
workshop for visually impaired individuals 
and their families in your area. [1]

" Provided by Lions Clubs International 

Bluffton Has New Leadership

The August 18th meeting was a business 
meeting, including group activity, showing the 
development of the club and its purpose in the 
community and beyond.
The moto for this next calendar year is “Service 
that Builds”.
Our main building project will be the All-
Inclusive Playground to begin construction in 
the spring. 

submitted by PDG Barbara Plaugher

Portage Lions Collect Glasses!

Lions, Connie & Bob Segna delivered 2,013 
glasses (14 boxes) plus lots of sunglasses to 
VOSH in Pandora today. The glasses were 
collected by the  Portage Lions Club.

submitted by Lion Bob Segna 

At the August 4th meeting 
the members voted Lion 
Jackie Bourassa to fill the 
vacancy of president.

https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/service-programs
https://www.instagram.com/p/DUQh1HNjZV0/
https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/service-programs
https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/service-programs
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/lions-clubs-international_lions-clubs-project-ideas-vision-week-of-activity-7495165123704164353-C8u9
https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/service-programs
https://www.instagram.com/p/DUQh1HNjZV0/
https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/start-our-approach/service-journey/service-project-planners
https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/start-our-approach/service-journey/service-project-planners
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Ottawa Lions Serve at Kidsfest

The Ottawa Lions served 300 free hotdogs 
during the Kidsfest event at Ottawa Memorial 
Park.

Pictured are: Lion Rick Carder, Lion Fred 
Schroeder, Lion Mike Giesken and Lion Larry 
Meyer.
submitted by Lion Rick Carder

Arlington Lions Enjoy A Picnic And 

Fellowship
Arlington Lions gathered at the Arlington Park 
for their summer picnic. Lee's chicken and 
delicious side dishes were enjoyed by all.

NEWS ARTICLES                         
PICTURES 

ANYTHING LIONS YOU WANT TO SHARE! 

SUMMER IS OVER 

SCHOOL HAS BEGUN 

FALL IS JUST AROUND THE CORNER 

SNOW WILL BE FALLING BEFORE YOU 
KNOW IT 

SERVICE PROJECTS ARE IN THE MAKING 

DON’T HIDE YOUR LIGHT UNDER A 
BUSHEL 

SHARE SHARE SHARE 

ROAR! ROAR! ROAR!
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Venedocia Turns 65!   

On July 28,2026 the members of Venedocia 

Lions club held a barbeque for family 

members, and new members with their 

spouses. There were seventeen members 

and spouses in attendance to welcome Lois 

Hemker and Liz Hobbs as the newest 

members to join the Venedocia Lions club. 

Also in attendance were district officers ; 

PCC Darlene Roll, PDG Sue Davis, and GST 

and Compliance Chair Lion Carol Collins. 

To start the evening off the pledge of 

allegiance was recited, followed by a prayer 

of thanks given by member Dave Rees. A 

delicious meal of steak and chicken with 

many side dishes and desserts prepared by 

members and spouses was enjoyed by all. 

After everyone had their fill, club president 

Larry Warnecke addressed the crowd. He 

acknowledged the two new members there 

that evening and stated how fortunate the 

club was to have recently added seven new 

members to the rolls. A few new business 

items were discussed to conclude the 

formalities of the evening. The club is 

preparing for the biggest event of the year at 

the Van Wert County fair in September. The 

rest of a beautiful late July evening was 

spent with good fellowship and conversation 

among all that were present. 

           CLUBS CORNER      

Sylvania Keeping Their Corner of 

America Beautiful

Sylvania Lions adoring their highway this 
morning! Keeping our city beautiful for all.       
Found on Facebook

37th Annual Van Buren Fall Festival


Less than 90 days before the upcoming 37th 
Annual Van Buren Fall Festival on 
Saturday, October 10, 2026, from 9:00 a.m. 
to 3:00 p.m. at Van Buren Local Schools.

The Van Buren Lions Club is proud to 
celebrate the diverse and talented artistic 
community in and around Hancock County. 
This popular annual event showcases local 
artists, nonprofit organizations, small 
businesses, food trucks, and vendors offering 
a wide variety of handcrafted items, unique 
merchandise, gifts, products, and delicious 
food.

Whether you're looking for one-of-a-kind 

gifts, local products, great food, or a fun day 

with family and friends, there will be 

something for everyone at the Van Buren Fall 

Festival.We look forward to seeing you on 

October 10! 
Lion Ed May on Facebook
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In the Lion September 

September 1936-Blu7on, got the right 3of-way  to 

widen eight miles of highway. 

 

September 1945-Lyons (closed) has been duly 

chartered by Interna<onal. Nine neighboring clubs 

sent delega<ons to take part in the ceremonies. 

Faye>e the sponsor, Deûance, Payne, Old Fort, Tiûn, 

Sandusky, Hicksville, and Montpelier, all in Ohio; and 

Fort Wayne, Indiana. The charter was presented by 

District Governor Ralph E. Blaney and accepted by 

President Carl Smith. 

 

September 1948-Grover Hill, doubly sponsored by 

*Oakwood and Van Wert has been chartered. Guest 

aRending from the sponsors, and from Payne, Lima, 

Deûance, and Findlay, Ohio; and from Hamilton and 

Fort Wayne, Indiana. District Governor Dwight. C. 

Murray presented the charter; President John R. 

Heath accepted it. Past Interna<onal Director Guy W. 

Brentlinger presented membership buRons to the 

charter members. 

 September 1948-Wayne (closed), sponsored its ûrst 

annual Homecoming and Carnival. Rides, concessions, 

and free entertainment were oûered to the public. A 

net proût of $1,800 was made for the club9s ac<vi<es 

fund. To date the Lions have donated $100 each to 

the Volunteer Fire Department and the Public Library. 

 

September 1948-Bellefontaine, chose as its ûrst fund-

raising ac<vity an excursion to Cincinna< to see a 

double header baseball game between the New York 

Giants and the Cincinna< Reds. Three busses were 

chartered and 111 <ckets sold at $7.50. There was a 

proût to the club of more $199 from the venture. 

 

September 1948-Van Wert (closed), made formal 

presenta<on of a ceiling projector to the Library 

Board of Trustees. Suûcient bulbs were included to 

assure con<nuous opera<on. The Library will furnish 

ûlm. The approximate cost to the club was $185.

September 1951-Perrysburg, had the pleasure of 

hearing an address of Past Int. Dir. Henry T. Bowers at 

its recent charter night program. Guest aRended from 

Urbana, Forest, Dunkirk, Findlay and Toledo, the 

sponsor.  Dist. Gov. Merle E. Blue presented the 

charter to Pres. Henry M. Hamilton. 

September 1952-Arcadia, paid for a transcon<nental 

telephone call for a foreign student to talk to his 

parents in Berlin, Germany. This young man is a high 

school senior and has been in this country over a year. 

Three pairs of glasses were provided for needy 

children. 

 

September 1952-Bradner (closed), operated the 

<Duck Pond= for ûve nights during the Fire-mans 

carnival and homecoming, from which $81 was 

earned for park and play ground improvement. 

 

September 1953-Hicksville (closed), uses the 

proceeds from its scrap paper collec<on to buy 

reûector tape for school children9s bicycles. Two 

agernoons and evenings were required to apply the 

tape. 

 

September 1958-Rawson (closed) youngsters of 80 

years in the Rawson area are in demand socially as 

dinner guest of the Rawson Lions club whose 

members hold an annual banquet  for the at the 

ûnest dining room in town. Sixteen guests, 80 years or 

more years old, aRended this year9s gala evening, and 

16 others, unable to be present, were served banquet 

meals in their homes. Ager the dinner a panel 

discussion was held on Old <mes in Rawson. 

September 1995-Van Wert, Ohio (closed), Lions Club 

has accepted the dona<on of a 5-week old black 

Labrador puppy for the Lions Pilot Dog Program. 

Whitney Wenninger donated the puppy, whom she 

named <Annie= ager Annie Sullivan. Helen Keller9s 

teacher. 

 

September 2009-Lions Elect Leaders in Minneapolis-

First year director Jerry Smith of Wauseon, OH.

submitted by PDG Bill Keller, District Historian
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We are incredibly honored to share that the Waynesville Leo Club has been selected 
to receive the 2026 Warren County Foundation Community Service Award for 

Emerging Service Organization! 

We are so proud of our Leos and the difference they continue to make in our 
community! 

A very special thank you to Ohio Living Quaker Heights for nominating us for this 
incredible honor!

Where there’s a need, there’s a Leo. submitted by PCC Darlene Roll via Facebook 




LEOs ROAR!    
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WANTED 
Guiding Lions 

 Looking for Lions who would like to become a 

Cer<ûed Guiding Lion.  The Guiding Lion Program is 

designed to assist clubs that are newly chartered, 

established, or rebuilding.  Guiding Lions are assigned 

for a two year term by the district governor in 

consulta<on with the club president. 

 PCC David Gauch has agreed to be the 

facilitator for Guiding Lion cer<ûca<on on the morning 

of Saturday, Oct 24, star<ng a 9 am.  Plan on 3 hours, 

maximum, to complete this   in-person course.  This 

will be held at the Blunon Town Hall, 154 N Main St, 

Blunon, Ohio 45827. 

Are you a future Guiding Lion? Please let me know if 

you are interested or have ques<ons.  Registra<on is 

required in order to obtain the Welcome Kits from LCI.  

Register by  Sep 15 in order to allow for suûcient 

delivery <me of the kits. 

 Already a Guiding Lion and need to be 

recer5ûed?  Recer<ûca<on courses should be assigned 

to you by LCI in the Lions Learning Center.  You can 

recer<fy online. Please let me know if you are having 

diûculty with the Lions portal. 

GLT Coordinator Anne Deutschman, jakgs@dacor.net, 

419-601-2307.

COMPLIANCE TIME!

T minus 12 weeks until your IRS and 
Attorney General information needs to 
be submitted. 

But-only 11 weeks until Commerce 
must be turned in!!!

Just a reminder. This can be done 

now! If you have questions, contact 

Lion Carol Collins, your compliance 

chair, at  carolcollins125@yahoo.com  

                             

LCI Dues are due NOW. They no longer 

send paper reminders. EVERYTHING is done 

online. If you need help with submitting your 

dues, please contact Lion Carol or PDG Bill 

Keller: lionwdk@gmail.com immediately!

                                          Lions Reminders 

1. Perhaps a vision service project this October! 8-18?  Would love to see your club do something in the vision 

service line and document it in the Lion portal. 
2. Have you paid your international dues? Remember that you no longer get a statement by mail. It is 

only on line. 
3. Try and do a small service project at each meeting. It engages your members and helps others. 
4. IRS and OAG reporting due November 15 and unclaimed funds reporting due by November 1 for 

all clubs. Some clubs have already completed these requirements. Please be sure your club is 
compliant. If you have any questions, feel free to call me , Carol Collins, 419-309-0574, for 
assistance. 

mailto:carolcollins125@yahoo.com
mailto:lionwdk@gmail.com


PDG Susan Davis Editor September 1, 2026

    DISTRICT  NEWS      

Serve Where You Live

Words from your GMT… 

What if we have been asking the wrong 

membership question?

Instead of asking someone to join the Lions 

Club, what if we asked them to look around 

their community and tell us what needs to be 

done? Then we could invite them to help us 

do it.

Many people may not be looking for another 

meeting, title, or obligation. They may be 

looking for a meaningful way to help, people 

who care about the same community, and a 

place where they feel they belong.

That is where Lions can meet them.

Invite someone to participate in a service 

project. Give them a useful role, work beside 

them, and make them feel welcome. Let 

them experience who Lions are before 

asking them to make a commitment.

Membership begins with service, but it grows 

through relationships. When we help people 

serve where they live, they may discover that 

they have already found a home in Lions.

submitted by 1VDG Josh Barnes

The Next Lions Club May Look 

Different                             

Thoughts from your GET…

The next Lions club may not look like the clubs 

we already know, and that may be exactly what 

makes it successful.

Starting a new club is not about recreating an 

existing club in another town. Every community 

has its own people, schedule, interests, and 

traditions. The Global Extension Team helps 

Lions grow into communities and groups that are 

not currently being reached.

Some communities may be ready for a traditional 

Lions club. A smaller group may begin as a 

branch club. Young people may be better served 

through a Leo club. Another group may build a 

club around a shared interest, profession, culture, 

or cause.

GET helps move these possibilities from an idea 

to an established club. That includes finding local 

organizers, connecting with a sponsoring club, 

locating Guiding Lions, and helping the new 

group create a solid foundation.

Our responsibility is not to tell a new club that it 

must look and operate exactly like ours. Our 

responsibility is to introduce them to Lions, 

provide the support they need, and allow them to 

make the club their own.

If you know of a community or group that could 

benefit from having its own Lions club, please 

share that possibility with the Global Extension 

Team. Our next club may be waiting for someone 

to recognize the opportunity.

submitted by 1VDG Josh Barnes
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Ohio Lions District OH1

Club Growth Reimbursement 

Program

PCC Darlene Roll – 08/04/2026

Zone Chairs and Lions Club Officers (Zones 

7, 8, & 9),

Some of you may not be aware that District  

OH1 provides a Club Growth Reimbursement 

Program.  Here is how it works:

From the day after the current year OH1 

District Convention (April 19, 2026) to the 

day before the next OH1 District Convention 

starts (April 1, 2027), clubs may be eligible 

for this reimbursement program.  Note: This 

program is voted on at the Distr ict 

Convention to continue yearly.

Each time your club has added 3 new 

members during that time period – doesn’t 

have to happen all at the same time (and 

please note, you must add them to the 

Portal), your club can submit for Club Growth 

Reimbursement to the District Treasurer, 

PDG Dan Ritter.  

Your club will be billed by LCI for each new 

member, including the initiation fee of $35.00, 

and you pay that to LCI.  The Club Growth 

Reimbursement Program requires that the 

club pays the first new member’s initiation 

fee (no reimbursement) and the district will 

reimburse the initiation fee for the next two 

new members (total $70.00).  

 

To receive the reimbursement, send the 

following to PDG Dan Ritter by Email - 

dritter2795@gmail.com or by mail to 4635 

Township Road 235, McComb, OH  45858:

• Lions Club Name

• Lions Club Contact Person phone and 

address information (for mailing 

reimbursements and questions).

• Name and date Lion #1 joined Lions

• Name and date Lion #2 joined Lions

• Name and date Lion #3 joined Lions

Please let me know or contact PDG Dan 

Ritter with additional questions.

Thank you!

PCC Darlene Roll

Zone 7 Chair 

The Sight Center…
Since 1925, Lions Clubs from across the 
world, have been collecting used glasses to 
benefit others.
The Sight Center is honored to be a drop-off 
location for the Perrysburg Lions Club 
eyeglasses donation program.
You can drop off your used glasses anytime 
during The Sight Center’s business hours – 
Monday through Friday from 8:00 AM to 4:30 
PM. The Lions will process the glasses and 
get them to those in need
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=5tEpJlM5gB8

  submitted by Miriam Huff on Facebook                

A Big Pile of Glasses                         

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5tEpJlM5gB8&fbclid=IwcGRvZgFleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFPb1YwNWZDU294aGdYWGNQc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHq_e264Ub_vFktJWeYEiIAdt6fIqHjzGukYZoGhQgcU7nYn34Wynl7YkabgA_aem_kmBPlt9fTz4Qo67UDVL-FA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5tEpJlM5gB8&fbclid=IwcGRvZgFleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFPb1YwNWZDU294aGdYWGNQc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHq_e264Ub_vFktJWeYEiIAdt6fIqHjzGukYZoGhQgcU7nYn34Wynl7YkabgA_aem_kmBPlt9fTz4Qo67UDVL-FA
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Congratulations! Your district has qualified to 
participate in Lions Clubs International Foundation’s 
District and Club Community Impact Grant (DCG) 
program. DCGs allow eligible clubs and districts to 

utilize some of their donations to Lions Clubs 
International Foundation (LCIF) to apply for a grant to 

support local humanitarian projects.

Beginning in fiscal year 2025-2026 (July 1, 2025-June 
30, 2026), new giving and grant levels were 
introduced. As your district’s unrestricted, annual 
giving to LCIF increases, your district qualifies to 
apply for a higher percentage of those funds as a 
DCG. Below are the new giving levels and eligibility 
for districts:

District giving (per fiscal year)

• US$10,000 – $19,999.99: Eligible for a 15% 
grant

• US$20,000 – $29,999.99: Eligible for a 20% 
grant

• US$30,000 and above: Eligible for a 30% 
grant

Your district earned additional credits during the 
2025-2026 fiscal year and may apply for a DCG of up 
to US$9,268.27. If you decide to apply for a grant this 
fiscal year, LCIF recommends consulting your 
immediate past district governor during the application 
process. Visit lionsclubs.org/DCG and DCG 
Frequently Asked Questions to learn more about 
program requirements and the application process.

Email LCIFdistrictandclub@lionsclubs.org if you have 
any questions about applying for a grant. For 
questions about donations, DCG fund balances or 
transferring DCG funds to your district, contact LCIF 
Donor Services at donorassistance@lionsclubs.org.

Thank you for your service, LCIF

LCIF at Work Making an Impact

These are just a few of the recent natural 
disasters that have affected communities around 
the world, including:

• Devastating earthquakes in Venezuela 
that destroyed communities, leaving tens 
of thousands displaced and many more 
still missing. 

• A powerful earthquake in the Philippines 
that damaged homes and infrastructure 
and disrupted communities.

• Wildfires in Canada and additional 
regions in southern Europe that have 
forced evacuations and threatened 
homes and businesses.

• Flooding in the United States that is 
impacting millions.

• A destructive earthquake in Japan that 
damaged homes and infrastructure, 
displaced residents and disrupted 
essential services.

When humanitarian crises of this magnitude 
strike, we, as Lions, are ready to help. Right 

beside us is Lions Clubs International 
Foundation (LCIF), our global foundation. LCIF is 
mobilizing funds to empower Lions to help their 
communities recover and rebuild.

https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/start-our-approach/grant-types/district-club-community-impact-grants?utm_source=Eloqua&utm_campaign=LCF_EN_DCGNotification_district_2026_4456113423&utm_medium=email&elqTrackId=f9677a6273864512bd21096bdf7d831f&elq=eb41f9acf73a4f198f1b7ba6aa91e319&elqaid=51514&elqat=1&elqCampaignId=6014&elqak=8AF5FC9CFBBB686505E7C868469B9714DA56FC570FB91BE59DF6D7B55F98FB3DC099
https://app.e.roar.lionsclubs.org/e/er?utm_source=Eloqua&utm_campaign=LCF_EN_DCGNotification_district_2026_4456113423&utm_medium=email&s=94443966&lid=3630&elqTrackId=6b62e63a5e6f4d2da5e1635faa7a4fa9&elq=eb41f9acf73a4f198f1b7ba6aa91e319&elqaid=51514&elqat=1&elqak=8AF55CFC84994B1A1E49A15B75A5C69A79DAFC570FB91BE59DF6D7B55F98FB3DC099
https://app.e.roar.lionsclubs.org/e/er?utm_source=Eloqua&utm_campaign=LCF_EN_DCGNotification_district_2026_4456113423&utm_medium=email&s=94443966&lid=3630&elqTrackId=6b62e63a5e6f4d2da5e1635faa7a4fa9&elq=eb41f9acf73a4f198f1b7ba6aa91e319&elqaid=51514&elqat=1&elqak=8AF55CFC84994B1A1E49A15B75A5C69A79DAFC570FB91BE59DF6D7B55F98FB3DC099
https://app.e.roar.lionsclubs.org/e/er?utm_source=Eloqua&utm_campaign=LCF_EN_DCGNotification_district_2026_4456113423&utm_medium=email&s=94443966&lid=15024&elqTrackId=58e7ebee3b294130901d8fea8b5b0649&elq=eb41f9acf73a4f198f1b7ba6aa91e319&elqaid=51514&elqat=1&elqak=8AF52EFA253BDD1604583522F593616E6ABCFC570FB91BE59DF6D7B55F98FB3DC099
https://app.e.roar.lionsclubs.org/e/er?utm_source=Eloqua&utm_campaign=LCF_EN_DCGNotification_district_2026_4456113423&utm_medium=email&s=94443966&lid=13858&elqTrackId=41a0d55f30fd4ccd8c612c72bb680075&elq=eb41f9acf73a4f198f1b7ba6aa91e319&elqaid=51514&elqat=1&elqak=8AF58CEDD1BD04F57D0BFD88EA9D46568900FC570FB91BE59DF6D7B55F98FB3DC099
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Lions and Leader Dogs

The first Summer Visits weekend of 2026 was a 

blast! Around 70 VDGs, their guests, and some 

members of Top Dog clubs visited Michigan to 

immerse themselves in the Leader Dog mission. 

This event inspires VDGs to share the story of 

the Lions & Leader Dog partnership with Lions in 

their home district and even recruit Leader Dog 

Chairs in districts with an open seat. We're 

expecting to welcome even more VDGs to our 

next Summer Visits session next month!

1.Take a look at their newsletter: September 
edition of Leading the Way.https://
leaderdogsfortheblind918.sharepoint.com/:f:/s/
Philanthropy-LDFB/
IgBl5rZERBblTZNKANOsaqWTAX8r0yvxo5HcPd
8TNvd9tP8?e=MIfUQZ

2. Be prepared to participate in October’s Week 
of Service for the cause of Vision.

3.A Lions team and CEO Lion Melissa Weisse 
will be at USA/Canada Forum in September. If 
you are attending, please take time to look them 
up. There will be a booth in the Exhibitor Hall, 
and they will have a session where they will be 
sharing easy ways to make Lions events and 
meetings more accessible to support member 
recruitment and create an amazing experience 
for all community members. 

submitted by 1VDG Josh Barnes

Contact person:

An excerpt from “LEADING THE WAY”           
Leader Dogs for the Blind and Lions Newsletter        

September 2026

International President Mark 

Lyon is a champion for the 

cause of vision. Earlier this year, he 

visited Leader Dog to celebrate our long-

standing partnership and shared mission 

of service. 

“A few 

years back, 

I had 

the joy of 

serving on 

the Lions 

Advisory 

Committee 

for Leader 

Dog and 

learned so 

much about this premier organization 

that shares so many of our Lions values. 

Founded in 1939, Leader Dog and Lions 

have been working side by side to serve 

the blind and visually impaired to gain 

their independence and mobility. Lion 

Lyn and I look forward to partnering 

with Leader Dog in the days ahead.” 

The first Lions International Week of 

Service this year is coming up in October, 

and it is focused on the cause Lions and 

Leader Dog were founded on: Vision. We 

hope you will join us and Lions around 

the world to continue our legacy of 

Knights of the Blind.

https://leaderdogsfortheblind918.sharepoint.com/:f:/s/Philanthropy-LDFB/IgBl5rZERBblTZNKANOsaqWTAX8r0yvxo5HcPd8TNvd9tP8?e=MIfUQZ
https://leaderdogsfortheblind918.sharepoint.com/:f:/s/Philanthropy-LDFB/IgBl5rZERBblTZNKANOsaqWTAX8r0yvxo5HcPd8TNvd9tP8?e=MIfUQZ
https://leaderdogsfortheblind918.sharepoint.com/:f:/s/Philanthropy-LDFB/IgBl5rZERBblTZNKANOsaqWTAX8r0yvxo5HcPd8TNvd9tP8?e=MIfUQZ
https://leaderdogsfortheblind918.sharepoint.com/:f:/s/Philanthropy-LDFB/IgBl5rZERBblTZNKANOsaqWTAX8r0yvxo5HcPd8TNvd9tP8?e=MIfUQZ
https://leaderdogsfortheblind918.sharepoint.com/:f:/s/Philanthropy-LDFB/IgBl5rZERBblTZNKANOsaqWTAX8r0yvxo5HcPd8TNvd9tP8?e=MIfUQZ
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Proceeds to bene昀؀t Sylvania Lions Club, Inc. & The Sight Center of Northwest Ohio

Admission  Donation 
$50.00 Per Person

$60.00 Night of Event Includes:
(until sold out)

•  16 Games of Bingo (each game played with 3  
      cards simultaneously, thats 48 chances to win)

  !e winner of each game will win a  
        Designer Purse (one for each game of Bingo) 

•      1 Intermission Coverall Bingo Game
                                (3 Chances to Win)
•  Dauber

Cash or Credit Card

 Purchase tickets on-line at https://sightcentertoledo.org/events/fall-bingo/

Brought to you by:

Sylvania Lions Club, Inc.

Don9t wait, tickets are limited! 

All attendees must purchase ticket to be admitted. 

Must be 18 + years old to play. 

All purchases are considered 昀؀nal, no refunds.!

Ladies!  This is NOT your Grandmother’s BINGO! 
Enjoy a fun Girls’ Night Out with your friends while playing for fabulous purses by the designer 

brands you love including Kate Spade, Coach, Michael Kors and more!!

Extra Books of 16 Games of Bingo 
1 Book -  $5.00 or 3 Books - $10.00

Extra Coverall Bingo
$5.00 (3 chances to win)

Want More Chances to Win a Beautiful Designer Purse!

Also 50/50 Raf昀؀e & Gift Baskets to Win
We will have Food Trucks On-Site (outside food & drinks not permitted)

Thursday  Sept.  17,  2026

Toledo Elks Club

3520 N. Holland-Sylvania Rd. " Toledo Ohio

Doors open at 4:45 pm &  
Bingo begins at 6:30 pm sharp

Courage Kits

11073 Natural Resources Rd 3 Kimbolton, OH 43749  
Potential Saturday Sessions 

¯ Big Foot  ¯ Lions Portal 
¯ Art Session  ¯ LCIF 

¯ Cambridge Glass ¯ Local History 

¯   Family Tree  ¯  
¯ Using Technology to Promote Your Club 

¯ ROAR Service Project 

Friday Night 
 

Dinner 
 

Music 

Singing/Dancing 

Saturday 
Breakfast, Lunch 

& Dinner 

Games 

Euchre Tournament 

Sunday Morn. 
 

Message 

& Send Off! 

WHO: Calling all Lions,       
     LEO9s and Guests! 
WHAT: A Weekend Retreat at the  
      Beautiful Salt Fork  
      Lodge.  Opportunities  
      for Fellowship and  
      Fun! 
WHY: Recharge your energy,    
    Learn New things, Feed 
your Mind, Body and Spirit. 

More Details 

To Come! 
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OHIO LIONS 2026– 2027 CALENDAR OF 

EVENTS

September 3-5, 2026
USA/Canada Forum, Memphis, Tennessee 

October 2026
State Committee As scheduled

(throughout the month via Zoom) 

 October 8-18, 2026 
Vision Awareness Week

 

November 2026
07 Saturday: 2nd Council Mtg. 1:15 p.m.

State Office

November 21, 2026
Saturday Cabinet Meeting at Bluffton Town Hall, at 
9:30 a.m.-11:00 a.m. with breakfast

December 2026
Happy Holidays

January 2027
15-17 Winter Retreat

  Salt Fork State Park

February 2027
13 Saturday: 3rd Council Mtg. 1:15 p.m.

State Office
27 Saturday Cabinet Meeting at Bluffton Town Hall

March 2027
DISTRICT CONVENTIONS 2027

05-07     OH7 Convention
12- 14    OH5 Convention
19-20     OH4 Convention

April 2027
02-03 OH1 Convention
03 Saturday Cabinet Meeting at the convention
09-10     OH3 Convention
16-18     OH2 Convention
23-24     OH6 Convention

May 2027

21-23     State Convention
21 Friday 4th Council Meeting
21-23 Fri-Sun State Convention

June 2027
June 4-6? VDG-Elect Training - Super Weekend


